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Terminology
Special Special sensations

Smell: CN I
Vision: CN II
Hearing: CN VIII
Balance: CN VIII

General Not special

Visceral Internal organs and reflexes

Somatic Skeletal muscle

Afferent Carries information from sensory 
receptors to the CNS

Efferent Carries motor information from the CNS to 
muscles and glands



Terminology
Special Special sensations

Smell: CN I
Vision: CN II
Hearing: CN VIII
Balance: CN VIII

General Not special

Visceral Internal organs and reflexes

Somatic Skeletal muscle

Afferent Carries information from sensory 
receptors to the CNS

Efferent Carries motor information from the CNS to 
muscles and glands

Afferent = Absorbs 
Efferent = Exits CNS
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● Sensory - Special Somatic Afferent
● Responsible for vision
● Exits the skull through the optic canal

CN II - Optic nerve



● Sensory - Special Somatic Afferent
● Responsible for vision
● Exits the skull through the optic canal

Lesions to the optic nerve
- Partial or complete loss of vision
- Lack of pupillary light reflex
- Decreased visual acuity

CN II - Optic nerve













• Motor - General Somatic Efferent
• Innervates 4/6 extraocular muscles
- Superior rectus
- Inferior rectus
- Medial rectus
- Inferior oblique
• Levator palpebra
- Responsible for opening the eye

CN III - Oculomotor nerve



• Motor - General Somatic Efferent
• Innervates 4/6 extraocular muscles
- Superior rectus
- Inferior rectus
- Medial rectus
- Inferior oblique
• Levator palpebra
- Responsible for opening the eye

• Parasympathetic fibers (1973) - General Visceral Efferent
- Innervates pupillary sphincter
- Innervates ciliary muscles

CN III - Oculomotor nerve
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Optic nerve

Oculomotor nerve

Trochlear nerve

Abducens nerve
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